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Dear Knollwood Families, 
  
It’s  It’s hard to believe that we are in the month of March, the school year seems to be flying 
by. Our students are working hard, meeting academic goals, and displaying good character.  I 
am proud of what the students have accomplished, looking forward to hearing about all the 
new and exciting things that they will continue to learn in the months to come. 
As a reminder, for the safety of our students, when visiting the school, please do not hold the 
door open for visitors coming in after you. State your name and child’s name; John Smith sign-
ing in James Smith. Report directly to the Main Office. Also, please remind the people on your 
“Dismissal Release Form” that they will have to show their IDs. 

As always, thank you for your continued support.  

 

Sincerely,  

Lisa H. Parker 

Principal 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
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 On Friday,  February 9th, Knollwood Elementary held its annual 
PTO Glowfest. A total of 450 staff, students and parents engaged in a  
Rigorous, yet fun night of fitness in the dark. The event was hosted by 
the PTO and supported an ongoing effort to diversify classroom  
libraries. Demonstrations were performed by a dedicated group of  24 
Knollwood staff members who had a ball spending time with students 
and their families outside of the regular school day. 
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Our Kindergarten students are working hard and having a ball. As 
a culminating activity to our Knights and Castles unit, we had our 
annual Knight and Princess Ball. The children dressed their best 
and had fun showing off their terrific dance moves.  
 

At the end of the quarter, children enjoyed gingerbread activities, 
pajama day, our holiday sing-along and our Kindergarten book    
exchange. The children were very excited with their new books and 
could not wait to start reading them!  
 

Along with the New Year came our new learning centers. The      
children are having a great time and learning a lot as they go to the 
eight different learning centers with a new theme each week.  
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    First Grade Fun 

 
 

The first graders have been hard at work during the winter months. As part of the    
Reader’s Workshop, the students have been working on being Word Detectives. 
The first graders learned new strategies to use when reading independently. In 
Writer’s Workshop, the students continue to grow and develop as writers. They 
have been creating “How To” books and putting directions in sequential order. In 
Fundations, the first   graders are learning all about word parts, including        
identifying digraphs and blends.  
 
In math, the students learned about the relationship between addition and          
subtraction. The students created related facts mittens that are decorating the first 
grade hallway. The first graders are also hard at work learning how to solve word 
problems as well!  
 

During January, the children learned about the life of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
The children were inspired by Dr. King’s message and are working to incorporate 
his ideas into helping others during the school day.  
 

The 100th day of school was a major milestone for our students and we look for-
ward to a wonderful second half of the school year! 
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 Our second grade students were quite busy learning throughout the         
second marking period.  They have demonstrated sensational growth in all     
areas. 
     The Reader’s and Writer’s Workshop first focused on informational text.  
Children read nonfiction books and wrote their own expert books.  Readers 
learned to notice, wonder about, and question text. They learned how key-
words, glossaries, diagrams, captions, and various other text features enhance 
comprehension.  Some of these features were even added into their own expert 
books.   
     Next the Reader’s and Writer’s Workshop focused on fictional text.        
Children read and wrote fictional stories.  Story elements such as characters, 
settings, problems and solutions were identified.  Character traits were ex-
plored and different story beginnings and endings were identified.  Colorful 
words, adjectives, were added to enhance writing. 
     Second graders have also “Pinned Down Their P Nouns”.  They have 
learned how to use plural nouns, proper nouns, and pronouns correctly in oral 

and written language.  They continued to learn to read and spell new “red” 
words weekly, and decode and spell words with numerous ending blends. 

Soaring in Second Grade 
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What’s Happening in Grade 3? 

Math: This marking per iod, third graders have been very busy learning all 

about multiplication! A highlight of this unit was our “3rd Grade Winter Word 

Problem Walk”! All of the 3rd grade students, wrote, solved, and illustrated their 
very own multi-step word problems using some of the multiplication strategies we 
learned in our unit.  Teachers and friends enjoyed walking through the hallways 
solving word problems on post-it notes.  

Science: Third graders also had a blast learning about force and magnetism! 
They explored various magnets and materials, and inquired as to why they can 
cause some objects to move and others to stay put.  Investigating how magnets 
could be used to make fidget spinners move was also a big hit in the third grade 
classrooms! 

Thriving in 3rd Grade 
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December continued to be an active month at Knollwood with Family Fun Night on December 8th.   
The children voted and the winning movie shown was Despicable Me 3.   Many families came to enjoy 
the movie and popcorn with friends.  Remember to keep clipping your box tops!  We’ve collected 
about $463 in box tops so far this year.  Stay tuned to find out which classroom will win the first race 
to $100.00. 
 
January has been a quiet month as we are gearing up for some exciting events in February.   Glowfest 
will take place on Friday, February 9th at 7:00pm in the Knollwood gym.   It’s a fun, fast paced  even-
ing for all.   Our Book Fair will be held from February 26th-March 2nd.  Students will have an oppor-
tunity to shop for books during the day with their classes and in the evening with their families on Fri-
day, March 2nd.  Doors will open at 6:00pm. 
 
Want to show your Knollwood spirit?  What better way than to purchase a t-shirt or sweatshirt!   Spirit 
wear orders are due February 7th.   
 
Yearbooks will be going on sale soon.  Look for flyers to be sent home. 
 
March continues to be a busy month at Knollwood.   Friday, March 2nd is our next Family Fun Night 
which coincides with the last day of the book fair.   Breakfast over Books will be held on Friday, 
March 9th at 8:00am in the cafeteria.   What is better than spending some quality time reading with 
your child?  Tuesday, March 13th is an early dismissal for the students.  Our next Principal Chat and 
Membership Meeting will take place on Wednesday, March 21st at 6:30pm in the Knollwood media 
center.    Concluding the month will be our Multicultural Celebration on Thursday, March 29th.  More 
details to follow as the date gets closer. 
 
Thank you to all the volunteers that help at school events during the course of the year.  If you’d like to 
volunteer at an upcoming event, please email the PTO at PTO.Knollwood@gmail.com 
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Being Great Citizens 
 Over the last several months our students at Knollwood have continued to work 
on developing good character. In the month of February, they practiced being good      
citizens by raising money for our Pasta for Pennies fundraiser. This fundraiser raises 
money for children with blood cancers. The money goes towards research and treat-
ments.  
This year we raised a grand total of $4194.44!! The class that raised the most amount of 
money will be rewarded with a catered pasta party from The Olive Garden! Our second 
and third place classes will win a pizza party. Our wining classes:  

 
First Place: Room 5 ($431.89) 

Second Place: Room 19 ($391.46) 
Third Place: Room 8 ($355.33) 

 

Congratulations to our winning classes and thank you to everyone who donated to this 
great cause! 
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As the warmer weather approaches, it’s a good time to think about the importance of 
drinking water.  Studies show that more than half of U.S. children are not getting      
adequate hydration.  According to the Institute of Medicine of the National Academies, 
children ages 4-8 years require 5 cups of water/day.  This need increases with elevated 
air temperature, humidity and activity level.   
 

Keeping hydrated gives children energy to play.  It also helps reduce the risk of getting 
sick and acts as a natural skin moisturizer.  Not drinking enough water could result in 
cognitive impairment and headaches.  Because children don’t have a highly developed 
thirst mechanism, it’s important to remind them to drink water.  It also helps to set a 

good example by drinking plenty of water ourselves.  


